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| am a 23-year-old aspiring designer who
graduated with a Bachelor's degree in Interior
Design from Toronto Metropolitan University. | am
motivated and passionate obout the field of
interior design and architecture as a whole, and
am looking to expand my knowledge in both
avenues. In terms of design, my interests lie in
creating beautiful spaces that prioritize
accessibility and inclusivity for all inhabitants.
Accessibility is o topic | am eager to learn more
about and incorporate inte my designs, as all
spaces deserve fo be enjoyed by everyone,
regardless of who they are.

Qutside of design, | like fo indulge myself in
different cultures, specifically cuisine and media
from around the world. | am fond of Mediterranean,
South Asian, and East Asian cuisine. Once | finish
school, | hope to travel to these regions, experience
their culture first-hand, and develop a greater
appreciation of these countries.

Feel free to contact me for any business inquiries or
to connect on a casual basis. Thank you!

00 | about me
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How does one truly appreciate their
environment while facing the struggles of old age?
Our concept surrounds the ideas of accessibility,
community, and appreciation of one’s surroundings.
Accommodating Dimitra  and  her  husband
Panagiotis disabilities, we aim to provide a
comfortable living environment for them through
multiple aspects of the site.

Where the garage previously was, the space
was repourposed into a kitchenette and
greenhouse space. This aids in establishing a
stronger sense of community within their property.
The kitchenette acts as a social gathering space
for the public, allowing the community to cook with
fresh ingredients available from the greenhouse.

These two spaces work together to connect the
community through the common interest in food
and agriculture. The firrst floor of the house is
suited for students attending the local university in
Kozani. With room for up to 4 students, the large
living quarters allow for individual workspaces. The
oor also features a shared kitchen and dining area
that uses the change in the ground level to its
advantage, creating separation and hierarchy
between the two.

To allow them access to the second foor and
the panoramic views of Vatero, a ramp was
situated along the west end of the property. A
nursing station is situated adjacent to the ramp, its
entrance opposite to the ramp allowing for
distinction yet easy access for Dimitra and the
public. A multitude of materials were strategically
used to allow Panagiotis to overcome his vision
impairment through changes in textures and tactile
surfaces. Two balconies are situated on the second
foor on opposite corners, giving access o views
and social gatherings. The dining area, kitchen, and
living room are between the two balconies where
the largest windows are present, bringing in natural
light and views while doing common daily activities.

Accessibility, preservation of culture,
community, and the appreciation of one's
surroundings were just some of the themes which
greatly impacted the design choices of this project.

avaAnyn
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1. maln entrance 5. kitchen 7. nurse desk 15. communal dining area
2. bathroom 4. powder room 10. patient room 4. greenhouse

5. dorm room 7. living space 1. patient washroom

4. dining space 8. second enterance 12, communal kitchen
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living quarters for students

1. main entrance , bathroom 7. bedroom
2. dining area . kitchen B. balcony
3. utility room . living space
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greenhouse + kitchenette ..

This greenhouse and
kitchenette aims bring the local
community together in the Dimitra
property while also being
accomodating to  their health
conditions.

Through organized gatherings
and events, locals can congregate at
the space towards the rear of their
property and use their available
resources fo grow crops and cook
meals, As Dimitra and her husband
grow older and possibly develop
disabilities that come with age, it is
going to be harder for them to make
the effort and participate in events
outside of the comfart of their home.
This space allows them to bridge that
gap and brings the community to
them while having a positive impact
on the locals overall.

on-site clinic ..

The on-site clinic is one of the
many ammenities that aims to help
Dimitra and her husband directly with
their health.

As their family gets older and
their health conditions confinue to
impact their mobility, it will be hard
for them to commute to the city to
receive treatment for their conditions.
With the addition of an en-site clinic,
medical professionals can commute
to the Dimitra property and perform
routine check-ups on Dimitra and her
husband.
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302 Church Strest, Toronto, ON

programming rough draft

chiaggram not accuate o fi ramming

Schoolwork can come with a lot of stress.
This hypothetical renovation project tries to
repurpose one of my university's lecture halls as @
meditation, rest, and leisure area, accomodating
students and staff alike. Each proposed program
aims fo enhance the existing atmosphere to a
space revolving around relaxation and tranquility.
This project takes advantage of warm ambient
lighting, raw material finishes, textiles, and organic
forms to create a calm and inviting interior.

Entering the space, you are immediately
introduced to the open lounge area. This space
features a large seating areg, fit with a custom
wood bench along the perimeter of the room and

smaller cushions and tables spread along the
space. A drop ceiling is incorporated to separate
the existing mechanical and the integrate ceiling
textiles. The sleeping and meditation rooms are
more private seftings. Each room features
soundproofing and warm, dimmed lighting to
encourage relaxation, which acts as an escape
from the regular environment of the existing lecture
hall. The meditation room features full-range
integrated speakers within the walls of the room
that allows for ambient noise if needed for
meditation. The sleeping reom has two bed in a
bunkbed style, with stairs leading to the top
mattress. These additions to the space work
together to create a calm envirenment for visitors.

meditation at SID
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Sustainability has been a relevant topic
throughout the past few years. As countries
transition to renewable energy and more
ecologically friendly practices, we can begin to
question what mere can be done to reduce our
footprint. The construction industry makes up a
large portion of the waste produced worldwide. As
designers, we are responsible for what materials
we use, and those materials are sourced. At the
current rate at which we produce and consume
materials and products, it is not sustainable within
our finite planet. When looking ot the fimber
industry worldwide, more than 80% of the Earth’s
forests have been cleared out for human use,
whether for resources or land use. This has a drastic

materials used
reclaimed wood
cherry wood

date of completion

fall 2024 rdf

4 |

—

prograssion of final praduct

impact on the Earth's climate, as carbon dioxide
levels continue to rise at an exponential rate.

My project embraces the use of waste
products, specifically wood found in construction
sites. As a designer in the industry, | have observed
perfectly good materials set aside and thrown
away. Much of these materials are sent to landfills
rather than used for a different purpose, negatively
impacting the environment around us. My project
gives these abandoned materials a new lite as a
furniture piece that challenges the notion of what
is considered waste by highlighting the beauty in
the material's imperfections.

swivel storage
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curvilinear exp. ..o curvilinear exp. .o
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Our goal as designers is to provide functional
and beautiful spaces for all inhabitants to enjoy.
Inclusivity is o topic that is being touched upon
mare frequently as time progresses, especially in
the past decade. People from all walks of life
(different cultures, ethnicities, persons who are
mentally and physically disabled} should all have
equal opportunity and not question if they deserve
to experience the same things as everyone else. My
project aims to design a space that establishes a
comforting and welcoming space for children and
young adults in Toronto. Kids Help Phone is an NGO
that provides mental health counseling for children
and young adults within an anonymous setting [over
the phone or through online chatrooms.)
Adolescent Escape's goal is to prioritize privacy
and intimacy and empower the local community of
young people around 1655 Dupont Street West and
Toronte,

Each space in this project has the goal of
creating a comfartable and inviting environment for
its users. When first entering, users are greeted with

the essential amenities one might need. The check-
in and security desk provides an essential barrier to
entry from the public, nearby consultation rooms
give users cluick and private counselling  if
necessary, while the study hall offers a sem-private
waork environment for users. Moving to the second
level, there is a larger focus on creating a sense of
community and belonging. The main lounge makes
organized events and large gatherings possible,
while smaller adjacent lounge spaces are available
for smaller gatherings. There is a larger community
area that offers a diverse set of amenities

Overall, these spaces work together to provide
a safe space for adolescents who are struggling
mentally and need somecne to talk to. The lounge
and community areas act as social spaces where
young adults can gather and express themselves
away from anyone outside whe may judge them.
The design of Adolescent Escape provides a haven
for every young adult seeking support from others.

05 | daie o' r | -
fall 2023 1655 Dupont Street West, Toronto, ON a d o ece n f escq Pe
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date of

winter 2024

740 Dundas Street East, Toronto, ON

iterations

final

Porsche occupies a building located on Dundas
Street East, along the Don Walley Parkway in
downtown Toronto. The existing 2869 sqm building
will be transformed into a space that connects
public and private areas. The design process
involves a constant balance between form and
function. The massing will not only accommodate
programmatic requirements but also create
moments of interest. The integration of curvilinear
design elemenis and the imcorporation of
Porsche's branding serve as ways to connect the
spatial experience with the historical element of

the brand.

The design concept revolves around creating a
hospitality aspect to the dealership experience.
This space, similar to a car, offers moments of
interest while responding to the functional
requirements of a car dealership. The redesigned
space features an inviting atrium to support public
and intimate areas. The atrium acts as a central
point, showcasing the brand's history and the
circulation surrounding it, offering muliiple
interactive paths.

porsche reimagined
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site plan
1:1000
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materials used
mixed media
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thank youl!

| appreciate you taking time out of
your day to view the work | have
completed throughout the years. Feel
free to contact me for any business
inquiries through the information
below.

Have a great rest of your day!

my contact information

melvin.veloz2002egmail.com
www.linkedin.com/in/melvin-veloz-530586293
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